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the stronger the wind, the greater the amount of diurnal
increase of Telocity, because as a rule in England west
winds have a higher velocity than east ones.

So far we have only thought of the wind on the earth's
surface, but on high mountain peaks the variation of wind
velocity is almost exactly the opposite; for there the
maximum is in the early morning, and the minimum about
or just after noon. The general speed of the wind is,
however, much greater at high altitudes than at low
levels. This principle appears to hold equally in both
hemispheres.

DlBECTION.

The diurnal variation of direction is less marked than
that of velocity and much more difficult to detect. In
the northern hemisphere, however, there is a well-defined
tendency to veer a little in the morning, and to back
again in the afternoon ; so that the times of greatest veer-
ing and backing correspond to the hours of greatest and
least velocity. That is to say, if the general direction
of the wind is from the west, it will be a little more from
the north-west by day, and a little more from the south-
west by night ; the greatest northing being about 2 p.m.,
and the greatest southing about 4 a.m. There are also
traces of a semi-diurnal variation exactly similar to that
which we described under the head of velocity ; but we
cannot give complete details for any one place.

On mountain-tops the daily oscillation of the wind is
on a contrary system, for there the wind backs by day
and veers towards evening. For instance, a generally